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ADFERTISEMENT. 


THE following obſervations intended principally 


to convey to the Land-owners of the South Level 
of the Fens, the Report of an Engineer, employed, 
not as an advocate for a partial purpoſe, but 


as a profeſſional adviſer upon a local queſtion, 
appear to have been ſent, with a variety of 


other pamphlets upon the ſame ſubject, to ſeveral 


members of the Houſe of Commons Upon a queſ 


tion of ſuch importance to that part of the country 
to which it relates, and which has to encounter the 
oppoſition of a number of opulent and reſpectable 
Merchants: it is certainly deſireable that every in- 
formation that is likely to enable impartial and diſ- 
cerning men to form an opinion upon the ſubject 
ſhould be communicated without reſerve. Upon 
this principle, the circulation of the above obſerva- 
tions, accompanying Mr. Hudſon's Report, did 
not appear liable to abjection. It will at leaſt 
prove that no influence of an unfair deſcription, 
that no interfcrence of which any man has reaſon 
to be aſhamed, has been uſed in the country upon 
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this occaſion. That on the contrary every mode 
has been adopted to conciliate and enlighten thoſe 
who might be prejudiced againſt the meaſure, ei- 
ther by the partial repreſentations of the ill-inten- 
tioned or ill- informed; or for want of conſidering 
the Queſtion upon a more enlarged ſcale than many 
are uſually in the habit of doing, who have been 
conſtantly reſident on the ſame ſpot. That perſons 
in that ſituation ſhould have been more anxious in 


- the firſt inſtance for the ſcouring out and deep- 


ening of ancient drains and watercourſes in their 


- own neighbourhood, than for the improvement of 


2 diſtant outfall, is no more than might fairly be 
expected upon ſuch an occaſion. It is however, 
a fact, clear and indiſputable, that, without. the 
previous execution of that important and neceſſary 


meaſure, the ſecuring of a ſufficient out-fall ta 


Sea, no interior works of drainage, can produce 
any other effect, than perhaps in ſome caſes tq 


5 the property of one man, at the hazard of 


over-flowing that of his neighbour, 
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OBSERVATIONS 
3 5 | UPON THE 
ELY, FEB. 18, 1793+ 


AHE Bill now in eomleiigtacgi for making a New 
| CUT from Eau-Brink to Lynn, in order to im- 
prove the Outfall, has undergone conſiderable diſcuſſion, 
and has produced a variety of letters, and pamphlets. In 


| the midſt of other avocations it would not have occurred 


to me to add to the collection, if it were not in the hope 
of offering a propoſition, addreſſed particularly to thoſe 
who are convinced of the utility of the meaſure, that 
may not only do away the objettions of many individuals, 
but will remove, or at leaſt conſiderably diminiſh, what, 
forms, in my opinion, the only objectien, not to the 
meaſure it ſelf, but to the mode of providing for its com- 
pletion. Before I ſtate the propoſal which I am ſanguine 


enough to think will be approved and adopted, I will juſt 


allude to ſome remarks which have been made by anony- 
mous writers in the Cambridge Chronicle, the object of 
which appears to have been to impuie to me a degree of 
inconſiſtency in the conduct which I have happened to 


obſerve upon this ſubjeR. It has been flated, that agree- 


ing, as I did, with the other members of the Corporation 


of Bedford Level, at the meeting held at Ely in April 
ole 1798, ** it the thajority of the Land-owners were 
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665 
averſe to the meaſure it ought not to proceed ; 1 added ir- 
conſiſtently with this opinion in attending a meeting 
at March in the following month, and in ſubſcribing my 
name, as Chairman, to Reſolutions declaratory of the 
ſenſe of that meeting, and favourable to the meaſure.— 
W hoever the anonymous writer of that charge of incon- 


* fiſtency may be, I have na great hopes of convincing him 


by any thing that I can urge; but I feel it to be of ſome 
conſequence not to leave the infinuation without an anſ- 
wer, leſt he or . ſhould ſuppoſe that it cannot be 
ae 


Two days Wa the meeting 1 the Bedford Level 1 4 


| poration at Ely, in April laſt, were expreſsly allotted to the 


purpoſe of hearing the opinions of the country, upon the 
ſubject of the new out- fall. The meeting was principally . 
attended by the oppoſers of the plan, moſt of them, I be- 

lieve, owners of land in the South Level; the Board 


heard their arguments with great attention, and the Reſo- _ 


lution which they framed, and which was publiſhed at. the 
time expreſoly ſlated the nature of the meeting, the manner 
in which it had been attended, the reſult drawn from it, and 
the opinion {till entertained by the Board of the utility of 
the ſcheme.—The Board were neither parties or judges | 


upon that occaſian. As a body, poſſeſſing by law, a gene · 
ral ſuperintendance and juriſdictiog over a great part of 
the Ifle of Ely, it was neceſſary that their rights ſhould. 


be preſerved, and that their power over the drainage 
ſhould remain unimpaired. For this reaſon it was pro- 
per and neceſſary that they ſhould be acquainted with che 
nature of the ſcheme, the opinian of the Land-owners, 
and the means of eſſecting the plan. As duni, 
poſſeſſing a general knowledge of the country, and of the: 


| e of it, and largely intereſted in its welfare from the ex- 


tent 


8175 


tent of their property, they might dick fate ee 


ceſſary for its preſer vation; but as a Board they did not 


feel it right to act as a party concerned, but to leave tha 
adoption or the abandonment of the meaſure to the ſenſe 
of the Land-owners themſelves. This was the conduct 
of the Bedford Level Corporation at the Ely meeting in 
April laſt, in which I had neither more or leſs u n 


the other members of the Board. 


The principal friends of the 3 not 1 


aware that the Bedford Level corporation expected their 
attendance at Ely, were abſent upon that occaſion. But 
conceiving, that though ſeveral very reſpectable Land- 
owners of the South Level were hoſtile to the meaſure, 
yet the greater part of the Owners throughout the Iſle 
were convinced of its utility, they propoſed a general 


meeting at March on the 14th of May. I thought it my duty 
to attend that meeting, and at the requeſt of the Gentlemen 
preſent I took the Chair. I was certainly of opinion at 


chat time, that the obtaining a better out- fall was abſolute- 


ly neceſſary to the preſervation of the Iſle: but if I had 


ſeen 1eaſon to be of a different opinion, or to believe that 


this ſcheme would not effect ſuch an out - fall, I ſnould have 
thought myſelf at liberty, notwithſtanding the circumſtance 
of my being Chairman at March, to have changed my 
opinion, upon being convinced that it was erroneous. 
In a meaſure of ſo much conſequence, it was natural for 
every one that wiſhed well to the intereſts of the country 
to be deſirous of every information that could be furniſhed 
by profeſſional men upon the ſubject, and by perſons wha 


were experienced in matters of drainage and navigation. 
And here I muſt be allowed to obſerve upon the extreme 
unfairneſs with which the Engineers have been treated, 


in order to diſcredit their reports and opinions. All 
general 
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general refleftions upon profeſſions are in the higheſt de- 
gree illiberal : as well might it be ſtated that no Lawyer 
or Phyſician would ever give an impartial opinion to his 
Client or his Patient, as that no Engineer would give 
his real and impartial ſentiments upon the praGticabi-' 
lity or expediency of a Canal or a Water Courſe. Be- 
Feving therefore that much advantage would ariſe from 
the opinions of experienced and intelligent Engineers, up- 
on the probable expediency or inexpediency of the intended 
out-fall, I felt an inclination to add to that ſtore of. in- 
| formation, and determined to employ an Engineer, with 
a view of afcertaining the effect which the New Cut was 
likely to have upon the general drainage of the South- _ 
Level. An application, which I had received about that 
time from ſeveral Land-owners of Haddenham, induced 
me to ſpecify that diſtrict more particularly, in the re- 
ference to the Engineer; and a' deſire to learn in what 
manner the property of my neighbours at Littleport, as 
well as my own Eftate in that diſtrict, would be affected 
dy the plan, was the cauſe of that pariſh OK alſo parti- 
ng included in the reference. 
The inſertion of the application "IR Haddinham, with 7 
the letters that followed, will ſerve to render more inte}- 
ligible what paſſed upon that occaſion ; and as no part of it 
requires concealment, the whole is now given to the pub- 
lick in its original form. It will beſides ſerve as a proper 
introduction to Mr. Hudſon's Report, which is very clear 
and pointed, as to the good effects that are] my to be 
„ by the intended Cut. 
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75 the BARL of HARDWIOKE. > 
Mr Lonp, 


Permit us, the ae 5 Had⸗ 
elk Fen to addreſs your Lordſhip on the ſubje& of 
the propoſed Cut from Eau-Brink to Lynn. We flatter 
ourſelves, My Lord, that a Fen thitty miles diſtant; and 
of a ſaperior height to the land contiguous to that place, 
dught not to be taxed merely for the benefit of the Lands 
in that neighbourhood. We want, my Lord no bettet 
out- fall than we now have; the bad ſtate of our interior 
Drains and Rivers is the only impediment we have which 
prevents our waters from running to the Sea, notwith- 
ſtanding the Reports of ſeveral intereſted Engineers to the 
contrary. We do not envy, my Lord, the benefits the 
Land- owners of the Middle Level may experience from a 
new Cut, but we deem it highly unjuſt that the Lands, 
in the vicinity of Haddenham ſhould have a Tax impoſed 


on them to aſſiſt in ſuch an expenſive work; under ſuch 


conſiderations we prefume to petition your Lordſhip to 
oppoſe ſuch meaſures as may be injurious to the town of 
Haddenham, and to the county in general. 
And your Petitioners ſhall ever pray. 
HADDENHAM, April 23, 1792. | 


Signed by ſeveral Land-owners, i in the a of 
Haddenham. 


Bk1CHTHELMSTONE, July 19, 1792. 
Six, . ** 


The incloſed letter is what | wiſh to be read as 
my anſwer to the letter I received ſome time ago from 
I B | ſeveral 
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( 1 ) 
| Aeveral of the Land-owners at Haddenham. I wiſh you 

to take an barly opportunity of calling them together, 
and deſiring their company to dinner, in order that you 
may be able to read it to them: T wiſh alſo that you 
would aſſemble in the ſeme manner, ſome of the Land- 
. owners at and about Littleport, and read it to them. Be ſo 
good as to ſay likewiſe, that if there are any other queſtions 
relating to the effect which the Cut may have, which 
they with to refer to Mr. Hudſon, that I ſhall be very 
ready to ſend them to him for his opinion; ſince all I 
wiſh is to aſcertain as ſatisfactorily and diſtinctly as poſ- 
| Gble, what the effect of the Plan is likely to be.— I have 


no wiſh to improve my Eſtate at the expence of others . 5 


but I am afraid, unleſs ſomething is done, that all the 
Eftates about Littleport and in that neighbourhood, will, 
in the courſe of à few years, be of very little value. I 


ſond you the Haddenham letter in order that you may fee 


the names that are ſubſcribed to it; and 1 will beg you to 
fix. any day that is moſt convenient for the purpoſe. 


Isis. Su, | 
Your humble ern 4 
Fees PE HARD WICKE. 


BriouTHELMSTONE, July 18, 1792. 
3 I am much concerned that I have been prevent- 
ed, by a variety of buſineſs and engagements, from re- 
turning an earlier anſwer to the letter which I received 
bh ak time o, een by ſeveral Land-owners of Had- 
RE denham 


42 | 
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denham Fen, upon the ſubject of the propoſed Gut frem 


Eau- Brink to Lynn. It is certainly my wiſh to pay 
every degree of attention to the intereſts of the Land. 
owners in that neighbourhood, and in every other part 
of the iſle; and to obtain every information which can 
poſſibly be procured upon a ſubject of ſo much impor» 
tance. In order therefore to give every fatisfaCtion to the 
| Gentlemen of Haddenham, who have applied to me upon 
this occaſion, I deſire you will inform them, that it is 
my intention to employ, at my own expence, as able an 
Engineer as can be found, to examine with the moſt im 
partial care and attention the intended Cut, and to makt 
ſuch a ſurvey of the country from thence upwards; as will 
enable him to give his opinion with certainty and preci- 
ſion, as to the effect the intended Cut will have upon the 
South Level in general, and upon the pariſhes of Had- 
denham and Littleport in particular. I muſt alſo requeſt 


that the Land-owners of Haddenham and Littleport will 


permit the Engineer to conſider himſelf as waa bn on 
their behalf, 


From every thing that J have heard and read upon the 
ſubject, I cannot help thinking that the intended Cut 
will be of great advantage to the iſle of Ely. Undoubt- 
edly ſome lands will be much more benefited by it than 
others, for the advantage will be in proportion to the 
ſtate in which they now are. Thoſe lands which are 
tolerably well drained at preſent, will not be improved 
in the ſame proportion as thoſe which have no means of 
drainage at all, and which are continually expoſed to be 
 overflowed. ſt is to be expected however, that ſome ad- 
vantage will accrue to every, part of the. iſle, and that 
when once a good out- fall is obtained at Lynn, the ex- 
ge. of Banks and of Mills, without which many 
B 2 . eſtates 
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( 2 ) 
eſtate would be under water for a conſiderable part of the 
year, vill gradually diminiſh, and probably become at 


laſt totally unneceſſary. This, Sir, is my prefent opi- 
nion upon the ſubject, in which I am as much intereſted 


as any Land-owner in the South Level. I am however 
defirous to obtain every information that can be obtained 
upon the ſubject, and to contribute, as far as lies in my 
power, to ſatisfy the minds of others upon a queſtion which 
is ſo intereſting to every Land-owner and inhabitant of 
the Iſle of Ely, aud particularly of the South Level. The 
perſon to whom I have applied is Mr. Hudſon, of Louth, 
in Lincolnſhire, who has been recommended to me as an 
Engineer of eminence and ſkill, I have deſired him to 
pay every attention to the buſineſs referred to him, and 
to give his real and impartial opinion upon the queſtion, 

8a TIN man, ano 's as à man of honour. 


I remain, Sir, | 


HARDWICKE. 


(23 9% 


De following are the Dueftions referred 10 Mr, Hudſon : 


«© What effect is the propoſed Cut from Eau-Brink to 
% Lynn, likely to have upon the South Level in gene- 


„ ral, and upon the pariſhes of Nen $20 and FRE 
26 part i in N 222 


\ 


40 Whether it is likely to improve in any ee te 
& degree, the Lands about Littleport, now liable to in- 


pndations ; and whether i in parts where the Lands: are 


te more effectually ſecured by banks, and drained by 
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-. frong Mills, it is likely to diminiſh the We 


10 n which attend the n up of ſuch Banks and 


10 Mun. 


My Low, 


We are deſired by the Laid Owners, who * 
ed the meetings at Haddenham and Littleport, to preſent 
their duty, and to make their molt grateful acknowledger 


ments to your Lordſhip, for your kind condeſcenſion in 


applying yourſelf ſo ardently to the ſtudy of their intereſt, 


and generqus intention of a ſurvey at your own expence, 


in order to obtain and adopt the true method of pro- 
moting it; but at the ſame time flatter themſelves, that 
your lordſhip will not think of putting yourſelf to that 
expence, when you have thoroughly weighed and con- 
ſidered the following reaſons, founded on many years at- 


tentive obſervation, and facts, for their ett to the 
new propoſed Cut, 


| Viz. That in ſtormy rainy l the tides, with 2 
north-weſterly wind at their backs, are often affected to 


ſuch a degree as to raiſe the water 18 feet perpendicular 


at Lynn, and the freſhes or land- floods down the Hun- 
dred Foot River, have generally in ſuch kind of weather 
met thoſe heavy tides, and have by their ſo meeting 
not withſtanding the preſent ſerpentine courſe of the 
river, and ſand-banks below Eau-Brink) ' raiſed the 
water therein to ſuch an height, as to run over the bank 

two or three inches deep, for three or four miles up the 
ziyer beyond Denver Sluice, (as was the caſe no longer 


Err, 28 July, 2992 . 
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14 ) 
fince than April. I af and that the tides have continued. 


to run To high for a fortnight together, as not to give time 


between tide and tide for the water ſo ſufficiently to ſub- 
ſide at the fluice as to ſuffer the water in the Ouſe to 
force open the doors thereof, and that at ſuch times and 
under ſuch circumſtances, and no other, they want relief; 
which they preſume cannot be obtained by any other 


means than by a diſcharge nearer to the ſea, by Saint 


John's Eau, which it is preſumed originally, when the 
old fluice was firſt erected, was cut for this purpoſe, but 


when that fell to decay, was neglected as of no uſe, and 


ſuffered to grow up, but on ereCting the preſent ſluice, 
ought to have been properly ſcoured and cleanſed, to an- 
ſwer the purpoſe firſt intended, that of a ſlaker on ſuch 
occaſions 8. That as ſoon as thoſe high tides are off, and 


they ebb moderately again at Lynn, relief is obtained and 
the waters in four or five days ſo run out of the Ouze as 


ſcarcely to leave a ſufficiency to render it navigable *. 


This ſhews there is no deficiency in the Outfall, which 


inſtead of growing worſe is daily mending, and has been 


"for thirty years paſt, as at that period of time back, the 


water was uſed to remain, and not get off all the ſummer. 
And with reſpect to the new propoſed Cut, if it ſhould 
be carried into execution, there is all the reaſon in the 
a | | Þ 8 #1 
S No internal works would be of any avail, unlefs the ae bit at 
bet mouth of the River Ouze is confiderably lowered. 


* This circumftance is one of the ſtrongeſt 8 that JU be ad- 
duced in favor of the plan, as it affects navigation as well as drainage, 
'for if after the flood waters have run off, there is ſcarcely a ſufficiency 


of water in the Ouſe to render it navigable, it clearly proves the neceſ- 


_ fity of deepening the ne; 2 W e 


= 4 
* 4 0 4 7 7 IF 0h ee * - = + + Us — * T_ . 


S - 


2 a «. + ad 4 


world to conclude, that the ſhortneſs of the diſtance it 
it will have no run, to what it now-has, added to its di- 
rect courſe, will cauſe” the tide to ebb with double its 
preſent force and rapidity, and conſequently (as is ad- 
mitted by the engineers themſelves) raiſe the water higher 
by 6 inches than in the preſent ſituation of the river, 'and 
put the South Level in till greater jeopardy than ever, as 
it will then, with the two inches it ran over (as before 
obſerved in April, 1791) be ſubject to run over full 8 in- 
ches, and the water thus run in, can have no method 
of being conveyed back to ſea, but muſt remain in the 
fen to be pumped oyt, and in all probability render more 
. mills neceflary, and the expences attending them much 
heavier than the preſent t. In caſes of raking high tides, 
as above-mentioned, it is almoſt clear to a certainty, that 
notwithſtanding, the New Cut, the Ouze would ſill be 
in the ſame ſituation, as the waters would of courſe be 
as high there in proportion as at Lynn, which would at 
ſuch periods prevent the opening of the ſluice-doors be- 
| tween tide and tide; and unleſs the Cut would tend to 
afford relief at ſuch times, it is impoſſible'it can be of any 
utility to the South Level, but moſt probably may as 
. doubtful in its effect, if carried into execution, and 
ſhould miſcarry, turn out greatly to its injury, and load it 


with a laſting, heavy, burthenſome tax and tonnage in ad- 
dition to that injury. 


Some cm have held out the benefit received by 
the Wiſbech River, in conſequence of that Cut, as fi- 
+ There is no doubt that the Corporation of Bedford Level will raiſe 
: the bank. of the New Bedford River, if it ſhould be neceſſary, in order to 
prevent the overflowing of the water at high tides. It i 1s, however, not 
probable that itwill be neceſfary; for though the tide from an encreaſe of 
. force might flow ſome miles farther up the river than it now does, yet it 
would not upon that accoum necellarily encreaſe the height of the water. 


milar 


(16 ) 


milar to that the Ouze will receive by the intended cot 
at Eau- Brink, which it is ſuppoſed cannot be, but muſt 
be totally diſſimilar, as differently circumſtanced, in 
having no obſtruction in its courſe to fea; whereas the 
Ouze is obſtruQed by the weight of water from ſea, and 
"down the Hundred Foot. Was there a river croſs Well 
Fen, which emptied itſelf by fluice doors in Wiſbech 
River, that indeed would be circumſtaneed as the Ouze 
is with the Hundred Foot; and it may very ſafely be af- 
firmed, would not run out a ſingle 1 till he 
water was down in the Wiſbech River. 


Theſe, my lord, are the ſentiments of the land- owners, 


which, in comformity to their requeſt, we humbly beg 
leave to lay before your Lordſhip. 


And are, My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's moſt dutiful and 
| Obedient Humble Servants, 
W. MARSHALL, 
| Rp. PIGOTT. 
To the Ricnr 1 the Earl of HARDWICKE. 


Report of Ar. Hudſon upon the points referred to am 9 
| the Earl of Hardwicks. 


My Loxp, 


In compliance with your Lordſhip's 
requeſt, made to me in your letter on the 18th of July 
laft, on the gth, 10th, 11th, 12th, and 13th days of Auguſt 
following, I took a view of the harbour of Lynn, and 
the ground where the New Cut from Eau-Brink to near 
the town of. Lynn 3 is intended to de made, and of the 


crooked⸗ 


eg 

erooked, wide, and ſhallow channels of the River Ouze 
between thoſe two places, and from thence by its courſe 
to Denver Sluice, where by accident I met Mr. Saffery 
of Downham, who firſt communicated to me the Reſo- 

lution made at the Roſe Inn, Cambridge, on the firſt of 
that month, reſpecting the Cambridge Navigation, and 
the South Level in general. | 


- In: conſequence of which I proceeded to view the Rivers 
Ouze and Cam, from Denver Sluice to Clayhithe, and 
the Outfalls of the ſeveral rivers draining into them, and 
alſo the old neglected River Ouze, from its junction with 
the Rivers Ouze and Cam, to the Hermitage Sluice, near 
Earith; and in my way viewed the fens or low lands, in 
the ſeveral pariſhes of Littleport, Ely, Thetford, Stret- 
ham, Wilburton, and Haddenham, as well as the reſt of 
the fens in the ſaid South Level, and found them very 
much annoyed with water. Even Haddenham, the up- 
permoſt of thoſe fens, was then very wet, and that part 
of the old Ouze laſt mentioned, almoſt blocked up with 
weeds and decayed vegetables, and very little bank to 
keep out the water, and that made of very * materials. 


In conſequence of that part of the old Ouze being ſo 
much neglected, and the banks ſo very bad, the waters 
thrown by the mills from the Haddenham diſtrict have no 
run for ſuch water, and of courſe a great part of the 
water, thrown out by the mills, muſt, in the preſent ſtate 
of the banks, ſoak through them, into the lands of the 
ſaid diſtrict, as the greateſt partof them ills in the Hadden- 
ham diſtrict throw their water into that neglected part ofthe 
old river. But if that part of the old river were reſtored, 
as above recommended, when the high country floods 
lowered | in the Hundred- Foot River, the greateſt part of 


the 


0 


the mills water from Haddenham diſtrict, and the lands 

on the oppoſite ſide, would make their ſhorteſt courſe to 

ſea by the Hundred-Foot River; and in time of floods, 

when the valve doors of the Hermitage luice are ſhut, 

thoſe waters would be making their way down the Ouze 
by Denver Aale. 


I am, 3 of opinion, * if the old Ge deer 
River, from its junction with the Cam, through the 
Hermitage Sluice or Lock, into the upper end of the 
Hundred - Foot River, were reſtored to a proper width and 
depth, the drainage of the fens in Haddenham would be 
greatly improved, and alſo the fens on the ſouth- ſide of 
the ſaid old river. And if the ſhallows in the river Ouze, 

from the Cam to Denver ſluice, were lowered, and the 
propoſed New Cut effectually made, I am of opinion, 
that in all ordinary ſeaſons, Haddenham, Wilburton, and 

| Streatham Fens, will be drained without the uſe of en- 
gines. 5 


The Fens in Littleport, though lying much lower 
than Haddenham, being much nearer the Outfall, will 
receive the ſame e | 


'Of the probable Efetts of the NEW CUT. 

By Mr. WArrz's Plan, I find that the preſent Chan- 
nel, between the ends of the New Cur, is five miles and 
five furlongs, and the length, along the propoſed Cut, 
only two miles and ſix furlongs ; and, therefore, the diſ- 
tance will be ſhortened ſomething more than one half 
{beſides the diſadvantage of the Channel in that wide pare 
of the ers being much more crooked -than the river it- 
ſelf) 


( 
ſelf) the velocity of the current along the New Cut will 
be increaſed more than four times, when the water is firſt 
let through it, and the head of the water above will be 
continually lowering in the river, and of courſe the ve- 
locity of the river Ouze from thence to its junction with 
the Cam, will be nearly doubled, by the fall acquired by 
making ſuch New Cut. This will have an immediate 
effect upon the drainage of Littleport, and encreaſe the 


- declivity of the ſurface of the water to the upper end of 
the old Ouze and Hundred-Foot Rivers, and of courſe 
very much improve the drainage of the Ne dif- 


trict. 


This, my Lord, is my opinion of the effects of the 


propoſed New Cut, which, I hope, will give fativittion 
to your Lordſhip. 


I am, My La | 
Your Lordſhip's, 
Moft obedient and faithful humble Servant, 
OT ora 5 : JNO. HUDSON. 
 KenwieksTHORPRK, near LOUTH, 
| 3d Nov. 1792, h 


After the different Reports that had been made hy the 
Engineers who had examined the country, I am frze to 
confeſs that little doubt remained in my mind of the ex- 
pediency and propriety of the ſcheme. Indeed, who- 
ever conſiders the queition impartially, and independently 


of any particular or local objections that may be made 
to the means of carrying it into execution, muſt be con- 


vinced, that the addition of four feet or more to the out- 
fall muſt enable the owners and occupiers of lands in the 
Ile of Ely, and neighbouring diſtricts, to convey to the 
| | wh PR | MY 
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ſea exactly that. depth of water from the ſurface of the 


country. The objeCtions therefore that have been made 


by the Proprietors of Land within the diſtri to be drain- 


ed, ariſe probably from an idea that it is a plan of which 


the expence is certain and the benefit precarious, and that 


it is hard to pay a tax of four-pence per annum for ten 
years, or (if in one payment) of two ſhillings and eight- 


pence per acre, for land which is generally covered with 
water. That ſome parts of the iſle are in that ſituation 


there is no doubt; but unleſs one can ſuppoſe a number 
of profeſſional men either to be deceived themſelves or to 
deceive the public wilfully and without a motive, there 


is the greateſt reaſon to believe that even land fo circum- 


ſtanced will be rendered productive and valuable. At 
any rate, that acre.muſt he of little value indeed which 
is not worth two ſhillings and eight-pence to fave it, 


Certain it is, that ſum, ſmall as it appears to be, may be 


an object to a poor man, (though the owner of an acre of 
ſen land;) and the payment of it, whether called for at 
once, or by annual payments of four-pEtice per acre, may 
be felt as an inconvenience. It js from a conviction of 
this circumſtance, and with a view to alleviate ( if- poſſi- 


ble) that intonvenience, that I venture to ſubmit to 7 


thoſe who are convinced of the utility of the intended 
Cut, and are friendly to the meaſure, the following pro- 


poſal. To open a ſubſcription, for the purpoſe of aiding 
the ſmaller Land-owners in the payment of the Acre. IS 


Tax. To a ſubſcription for ſuch an obje& I will give 


the ſum of five hundred pounds, and I have no doubt that 
there is both ſpuic and liberality enough among the 


friends of the meaſure, to raiſe a conſiderable ſum. There 
are in the iſle a number of opulent perſons who will un- 
doubtedly be willing to aſſiſt their poorer neighbours in 
promoting a ſcheme ſo beneficial to them all; and I am 
js Ss : " ale 


by 
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ready in this public manner to pledge myſelf, whenever a 


ſum of 2,500. ſhall be ſubſcribed, in addition to the ſum _ 2 


of 500l. which I conſider as dedicated to ſuch a purpoſe, 
to make a further addition of a ſimilar ſum, to be applicd 
in the ſame manner, if neceſſary. If there ſhall be any . 
money remaining beyond that which may be neceſſary to 
pay the tax for ſuch ſmall Land-owners, whole claims 

may be admitted, it may be applied in aid of the interior 
drainage of thoſe diſtricts which moft require it. A 
fund, raifed in the manner propoſed, may be eaſily man- 
aged by a committee of perſons acquainted with the dif- 
ferent diſtricts and pariſhes, who may receive and judge of 
any applications that may be made to them. The money 
ſo ſubſcribed being lodged in the hands of ſome banker 
of eminence and credit, before the taxes are made payable 
by the act, will of courſe be made liable to the drafts of 
the different committees, in favour of ſuch perſons as 
may have applied for the benefit of it, and appear to them 
proper objects for ſuch aſſiſtance. 


The chief object of this addreſs to the perſons who are 
concerned in the effect of the intended drainage, being, 
to offer the propoſal that has been juſt ſtated, of raiſing a 
ſubſcription in aid of the ſmaller Land- owners, it would 

be unneceſſary to enter into the particular arguments : 
that have been urged either on one {ide or the other, 
were I more competent than 1 feel myſelf to be, either 
to combat or ſupport the local obſervations which have 
been brought forward in the courſe of the enquiry. 


Such diſcuſſion would be now foreign to the purpoſe. 

Upon a general view of the queſtion, I was of 
opinion from the beginning, that the ſcheme pro- 
miſed the greateſt advantages to the whole Level of 


the 9 and N thing that I have ſince read 
and 
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and Lad upon the ſubjed, has tended to confirm me in 
that opinion. Indeed, if the plan is properly executed, 
with a fair view to the public benefit, without any part 
of the fund being diverted from the main object, it is like- 
ly to prove in its conſequences the moſt effectual plan 
that has been ſuggeſted for the improvement of the Fens 
fince their original drainage in the laft century by the 
Earl of Bedford. It is an object of great importance, in a 
national view, to bring into a more certain ſtate of cultiva- 
tion a conſiderable tract of country, the produce of which 
is comparatively ſmall, and to render fruitful other diſtricts . 
that now produceneither corn or herbage, and are incapable 
of any cultivation at all. So great indeed is the impor- 

tance of encreafing the produce of the country at large, 
that if grants of public money were ever made for local 
purpoſes, there is no object that could form a more * 
ground for an application to Parliament. 


It is now generally admitted, by thoſe who have 8 
ten upon the political economy of England, that the im- 
provement and extenſion of agriculture, conſiderable as 
it may appear to be, has not kept pace with the encreaſe 
of luxury, or even with the demands of an encreaſed po- 
pulation. The great encreafe in the annual importation 
of corn, and particularly of that fort of corn * which 
nn order to illuſtrate what is here adyanced, the following account of 


the quantities of Oats imported into Great Britain during two periods of 
18 years is here inſerted. 


Quantities of Oats imported into Great Britain for x0 years, from 5th 
January 1770, to ch January 1789 — 

| Wd: 
Imported — — 57245, 300 

Ex ported — — 464,33 


— 


Balance imported 4,780,867. 
For 18 years from 1748 to 196 g— 


8 F Jer Buſhs. 
Ex por ted — — 57 J——I 


Balance imported 1993813 | 
form 
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forms the principal part of the produce of the country 
that is the object of the propoſed improvement, is a con- 
vincing proof of the advantage that will ariſe from the 
encreaſe of that produce. To the Land-owners, 
therefore, and cultivators of the ſoil, the benefit will be 
certain, and probably not remote. To the town of 
Lynn the benefits will be ſo evident, that it is difficult to 
account for the oppoſition of ſo many of the reſpectable 
merchants of that place. The operation of the New 
Cut would, in the opinion of the different engineers that 
have conſidered the effect of it, not only 5 but 
abſolutely preſerve the harbour of Sk 


'The improvement of the country in the e 
diſtricts cannot fail to contribute to the enereaſe of the 
trade, and of the general proſperity of the town. The 
bringing of new land into a ſtate of cultivation, will 
render neceſſary the conſtruction of barns, of farm- 
houſes and cottages, the materials for which muſt be ſup- 
plied by Lynn. The improvement of the harbour muſt 
of neceflity increaſe the general trade of the place, by 
opening the door to new enterpriſe, and of courſe to the 
introduction of new ſhip-owners and new merchants, 
At preſent the ſhipping of Lynn is calculated for their 
trade only, and for the prefent ſtate of the channel, and 
no veſſel with a ſharp floor, and which is not of their 
own peculiar conſtruction, can venture into the harbour, 
or at leaſt remain there with any degree of ſafety. The 
conſequence of this muſt be the excluſion of ſhips from 
other. ports, which is ſo evident a diſadvantage to the trade 
of a maritime town, and fo great an obſtacle to the increaſe 
of the general wealth and proſperity of the inhabitants, that 
at is ſcarcely to be believed they will concur {if in truth 
they 


* 
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—— III EE —— — 
— — 


( 24 ) 


they have concurred) in oppoſing the plan. With reſpect to | 
Cambridge, the alarm originally conceived by the merchants 


and navigators, muſt be conſidered as a fortunate circum- 
ſtance. The enquiry that it has produced, and the proviſions 


that are inſerted in the bill, will eventually not only ſecure, 


but conſiderably improve the navigation of the Cam- 


bridge River; and if, in addition to the works provided 
For in the bill, the ſtreams above Cambridge are properly 
ſcoured and deepened, the river will receive a farther ſup- 


ply of water, at the ſame time that lands may be relieved 
from it which are yet very imperfectly drained from want 


of attention to water- courſes. 


. + POSTSCRIPT. 


( 35 
POSTSCRIPT. 


THE coma which has = made by Mr. Forſter, the 
ſolicitor for the Lynn Oppoſition, to throw upon the promo- 
ters of the Eau-Brink Cut, the odium of having rejected a pro. 
poſal of accomodation, makes it neceſſary to offer a few words 
upon that ſubject, and to examine ſhortly-the true intent and 
meaning of that propoſal. | 


I am not diſpoſed to complain of his publication of the cor- 
reſpondence that paſſed upon that occaſion, becauſe to thoſe 
who take the trouble to peruſe my inconfiderable ſhare of it 
it will clearly appear, that as far as depended upon me I was 
ſincerely diſpoſed to make every practicable. conceſſion that 
could be aſked, and more than could reaſonably be expected, 
for the purpoſe of giving a chance of preventing a conteſt. 
This I think will clearly appear to thoſe who conſider the pro- 
poſal itſelf. That Delegates ſhould be choſen by the 
% Middle and South Levels of the Iſle of Ely, by Marſh- 
* land, by Lynn, and the Inland Navigations,” not for the pur- 
poſe. of forming a plan themſelves, but of ſelecting and em- 
ploying engineers in order to prepare a plan for the improve- 
ment of the drainage and navigation. That the Corporation 
of Lynn,' can at any time, and without difficulty appoint 
delegates, is perfectly true; but I ſubmit it to the candid, 
judgment of every man that takes the trouble to peruſe theſe 
pages, whether ſuch a general felection as would have been 
neceſſary in other places, could have been conducted without 
infinite difficulty and embarraſſment, and whether after the Com- 
mittee which had been appointed at the meeting of the Land- 
Owners at March, on the 14th of May 1192, as numerous ag 
any that was ever likely to be aſſembled upon a fimilar occa- 


ſion, it was again neceflary to recur to a public meeting, for 
| | the 
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the eleion of new delegates. Impreſſed with this idea, and. 
conceiving that when I conſented as far as depended upon me 
(and I had not the advantage of negociating with the weight 
of a ſolicitorꝰ) to lay out of the queſtion every thing that had 
been already propofed, to forget all that had been adviſed and 
recommended by Meſſrs. Golborne, Watte, Mylne, Hudſon, 
and Rennie, and to endeavour to find ſome other engineers 
not yet committed in point of opinion, I made no inconſider- 
able conceſſion, and ſuch as no one who did not ſincerely and 
earneſtly deſire an amicable arrangement could ever have con- 
ſented to make. I was ſanguine enough to believe that the 
propoſal was made with the ſame fincere defire of accomoda- 
tion, and to hope that the fair and equitable ſubſtance of its 
being accepted a conteſt might have been prevented. But to 
this hour no ſatisfactory reaſon has been aſſigned, why the 
| of election of new delegates was ſo indiſpenſable a preliminary 
[ to the ſelection of Engineers, or profeſſional Referees, when 
there exiſted already two committees of the principal Land- 
Owners and Merchants, fully competent to a& by the powers 
they had recently received for every purpoſe of amicable ar- 
rangement and accommodation. 


— 


To thoſe who are diſpoſed to examine the hiſtory of the 
ſteps taken upon this queſtion, ſince it was firſt agitated in 
January 1791, I recommend the peruſal of a ſhort tract en- 
titled, © Reaſons attempting to ſhew the neceſſity of the pro- 
© poſed Cut from Eau-Brink to Lynn.” In that pamphlet 


| In his letter of June 24, Mr. F. ſtates himſelf as being intruſted to 
6 act in che negociation on behalf of the Lynn Gentlemen, and the pro- 
| poſal contained in his letter of June 19, is © entitled, ſubſtance of the 
! : « propoſal offered on the behalf of the Merchants of Lyun.“ | 


| 
| + This pamphlet, with the Abſtract of the reports and opinions upon 
both ſides of the queſtion, contains the ſubſtance of allmoſt all the material 
information that 1 upon the 1 n and Oy ſtated. / 


written 


eee 


written by a very 22 gentleman in the nden is cons 
tained a ſhort ſtatement of the grounds upon which the pro- 
poſed meaſure is deemed neceſſary, and from page. 15, to the 
concluſion, is an extract of the reſolutions of the different 
meetings that were held in the years 1791, and 1792. From 
the meeting of the Land- owners, on the 14th of March, 
1792, I can ſpeak of my own perſonal knowledge; and I may 
ſafely affirm, that there has been every diſpoſition to prevent a 
conteſt, and to accept any prepoſal of accommodation, that 
did not entirely defeat the meaſure itſelf. That indeed to 
which I ventured: to accede, (ſhort of the diſſolution of the 
exiſting committee) and the adoption of which I ſhould ſtrongly 
have recommended, did in fact amount to an abandonment of 
the meaſure ; the ſubſtance of it being to refer to Engineers, 
as anew Queſtion, the beſt mode of combining the improve» 
ment of Lynn Harbour, with the drainage of the country. It 
would have been in the power of the Referees to avail them- 
ſelves of all the information that had been recently obtained at 
ſo great an expence to the Land-owners, and either to adopt 
the Eau-Brink Cut, (if they thought it expedient to do fo) or 
to recommend ſome other plan equally practicable and ellectual 
fox thoſe n. and important objects. 


After the determination expreſſed* by the Lynn Gentlemen 
at the meeting of Auguſt 1ſt. 1792, not to treat with the Land- 
owners, but to give every oppoſition in their power to the plan; 
and after the rejection of the propoſal of a reference in 1793 


Extract of minutes at a meeting held at Cambridge, on the 1ſt. of 

Auguſt, 1792, publiſhed in the Country Paper. 

«© The Committee underſtanding that ſeveral ef the Merchants of Lynn, 
had appointed a Committee upon the ſubje& of the popoſed Cut, defiring 
to know if any Committee, had been named on their part to treat with 
the Committee of Land-Owners, were informed by three of the Lynn 
Gentlemen, viz, Mr. Hogg, Mr. Elſden, and Mr. Everard, that no 
#ther Committee had been appointed than one to oppoſe the plan. ; 

| | there 


a 
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there certainly remained no farther hope of an amicable termi, 
nation of the conteſt, The facts that have been ſtated will 


enable men of impartiality and candour(and it is to facn only 
that I prefume to addreſs myſelf) to determine to which of the 


two parties the charge of preventing an accommodation can 


with moſt propriety be applied. - 
The part I have taken in this queſtion, fo TORE" to an 
extenſive diſtrict of country, is the reſult of a fincere convicti- 
on that the plan which has been propoſed to Parliament, and | 
which is now ſubmitted to their juſtice and diſcernment, is 
founded upon true principles of — as well 1 | 
of Urainage,* 


i Vide Reſolutions of the Bedford Level Corporation. © | 


